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On behalf of the Committee we extend our
Christmas wishes to all Members
and their families.

2021 Committee
Old Collegians
Rugby Union
Football Club

Vision Statement:
To be South Australia’s leading
and most innovative Rugby
Union Club, a strong
community based club with a
spirited culture.

It is with pleasure we announce the Old Collegians
Committee for 2021
President:

Rob Costanzo

Vice President:

Dave Phillips

Treasurer:

Jarrod Deakin

Secretary:

Jo Rogers

Director of Rugby:

Danny McCartan

Director of Junior Rugby:

Nate Sos

Senior Registrar:

Simone Linder-Patton

Junior Registrar:

Mike Manuel

Senior Selectors:

Doug Mein, Graham Raymond

General Committee Members:

Mission Statement :

Jamie Punshon,
Phoebe Linder-Patton,
Alecia Pienaar

To build a framework that
delivers sustainable, long-term
success on and off the pitch for
Old Collegians Rugby Union
Football Club by including,
engaging, encouraging and
supporting all Club members
and supporters in every aspect
of the Club

Values:
•
•
•
•
•

Accountability
Honesty
Inclusivity
Loyalty
Respect

New Life Members
It gives us great pleasure to announce that

Simone Linder-Patton
Ben Suttell
Richard Czeglik
were awarded Life Membership of Old Collegians Rugby
Union Football Club at the Annual General Meeting, in
recognition of their outstanding service given to the Club
over many years.
We also congratulate Justin Elder on achieving Quindecim
Status for 15 years of senior rugby service.

Coaching & Team Manager Applications

Old Collegians Rugby Club
Tregenza Oval Booth Ave, Linden Park SA 5065
Expressions of Interest (EOI) for Coaching and Team Management positions Season
2021
The Old Collegians Rugby Club is currently calling for EOI for Coaching and Team Management positions for the
2021 season.
The Senior section of the club will be fielding teams in the Premier Grade, Premier Reserve, Premier Thirds
and Women’s competitions.
The Junior section will be fielding teams in U18, U16, U14, U12, U11, U10, U9, U8 and U7 competitions.
There has been interest in several Coaching and Managing positions already, but further EOI are welcomed across
all teams.
The Coaching positions for each team are for Head Coach, Assistant Coach(s) and Specialist Coaches
(Forwards, Backs, Kicking, Tackling etc.)
The Team Management positions cover several vital roles within the structure of the team. These include:
Manager(s), Assistant Manager(s) First Aid Personnel, Trainers and Strappers.
If you have a formal accreditation or previous experience in any role you may be interested in, can you please provide this information, when submitting your EOI.
Please don’t be put off if you do not have any previous experience in any role as we will provide the necessary
training and accreditation required for you to be compliant in that role.
If anyone is interested in a role within a senior team, please forward your EOI to

rugbydirector@oldcolls.org.au
and for the junior
th
corne@prospectum.com.au by 15 January 2021.

teams

please

forward

your

EOI

to

For those who have already verbally expressed an interest in a role, can you please also formally respond via email
prior to the 15th January 2021.

For further details, please contact:
Danny McCartan - 0412 849 004 (Senior Positions)
Corné Arnold – 0437 359 883 or
Nate Sos – 0458 949 676 (Junior Positions)

President’s Report—Rob Costanzo
I would like to welcome you all to the 2020 AGM of the Old Collegians Rugby Union Football Club. A
special welcome to our Life Members.
Firstly, I would like to thank my fellow committee and all members for their contributions on and off
the field, in what was a most difficult year, as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic and renovations at our Tregenza Oval Clubhouse. Despite the challenges that presented themselves as in
previous years it was great to see such a healthy mix of both senior men’s and women’s players
along with a good compliment of junior players, junior parents and other members of the club volunteers in a number of roles. It was fantastic to see our members and volunteers go ‘above and beyond’ during the season to ensure that all training sessions, home games and other events ran
smoothly. As I reported last year the
direction of the culture of our club, being inclusive and collectively working towards the same goals,
has continued to grow both internally and externally in 2020. I would like to thank all volunteers we
truly appreciate each and every one of you.
Rugby
Special mention to our Premier Reserve Grade, Third Grade and U18s who all finished as 2020
Premiers in their respective grades. Our Premier Grade Team were Grand Finalists but lost out in a
highly competitive final. Also, congratulations to our Premier Reserve and Third Grade teams for
securing minor premiers, be the ball! Old Collegians saw Women’s Rugby return to the fold in 2020
and I am so proud of all of the players and support staff that were involved in making this happen
and in such a successful manner. Thank you to all the Coaches, Managers, Officials, Selectors and
Players. A special thank you to Danny McCartan on a terrific year, well done on managing the rugby
portfolio of the club so well.
Another great year of Junior Rugby at Old Collegians, with all teams making finals in 2020. A big
thank you to our coaches, managers and trainers lead by Nate Sos and behind the scenes Corné
Arnold. We continue to remain one of the leading rugby clubs sporting junior teams in South Australia.
Special mention for the experienced coaching staff from our U5’s to the U10’s, who all provided a
fantastic experience for all the players in the Junior Pathway Program at Old Collegians. Thank you
to the multiple coaches and managers, all of your volunteering does not go unnoticed.
The COVID-19 pandemic and the renovations at our club house did little to dampen our Wednesday
nights main training, and even though the club house was inaccessible for the early part of the season our parents and players remained resilient and helped us though a few difficult weeks.
Business Partners
Our loyal business partners remain an important part of the club and we’d like to thank all of you for
your generosity in 2020. We can’t provide what we do today, without business partners and donors.
House
2020 was a thankful year. Old Collegians was lucky enough to be the receiver of a Sports Australia
Facilities Grant to the value of $500,000.00 in 2019. The grant was in recognition of a much-needed
upgrade of our facilities, which would include the addition of female changing rooms, extend the
building, new toilets and rooms inside, a commercial kitchen and BBQ area, external cover and seating for spectators. After receiving such great news, the OC committee set out to look at ways to benefit not only us but the whole general community around us. From those discussions, we set some
key objectives and came up with a plan to basically rebuild the club internally and externally to give
the club a state-of-the-art facility for the whole community and our members to enjoy and embrace.
The plans and video were released, and Stage 1 of the works program started in December 2019
with architectural drawings and Civil and Building Works etc. We would also like to thank Burnside
Council for their financial contribution and the works behind the scene in getting more funding and
would like to thank them for their support and guidance with this project moving ahead. A big thank
you to Mark Pickard and the Pickard Group and Matt Bell from Bell Architects and his team to getting
the project underway. Thank you also to the OC members for all their help in removing all fixtures,
fittings and equipment from the club ready for the commencement of the works. The upgrade of our
facility will not only benefit us for the playing season but will give as another revenue option to help
and build our future years ahead. in July with Stage 2 commencing mid December 2020.

President’s Report—continued
Grounds
Our Past President John Denley continues to do fantastic job in ensuring that our pitch is one of the

best presented in South Australia. So once again thank you to John for looking after the line marking
duties and liaising with the Burnside Council. Not forgetting another past president, David Pyper who
continues to utilize his skills in setting out the fields and also John’s helpers.
Financial:
In what could have been a disastrous year financially, as a consequence of the COVID-19 pandemic,
we actually finished the season in a far better financial position than was expected. We continued to
grow our expertise around the Point of Sale (POS) system, which now allows us to manage stock and
finances in a far more professional manner. A huge thanks to Jarrod Deakin for all his tireless efforts
and long hours in implementing a new and robust approach to the financial running of Old Collegians.
Communication
This year more than any other year our communications needed to be ‘on point’ and I believe we
achieved our goals in this area. Our main medians of communication continued to be our Facebook
pages, Instagram page, Website, Newsletter and E-mail circulars to all members. I believe our weekly
Newsletter continues to be one of the best Newsletters in the Rugby Community in South Australia and
I congratulate and thank Chrisse Nightingale for all of her efforts in this area. Thank you also to Chris
Killick in heading all of the communications.
Presentation Functions
Despite the challenges that we faced with the COVID-19 restrictions we were able to hold both Senior
and Junior Presentations in 2020. This enabled us to showcase the completion of stage one of the renovations of our clubhouse in their best light. Our Senior Presentation was the best attended
Annual Dinner for many years and a great night was had by all in celebration of the 2020 season. Our
Junior Presentation event in 2020 was separated into two events (JPP and Juniors) to satisfy COVID19 legislative requirements and was a huge success. It is likely we will adopt the same format in years
to come.
Social
Clubhouse renovations hampered the number of social events that would normally be held during a
season. The events that did take place and were a success.
Ladies Day Event
Thank you for Jo Rogers and all her helpers for organising this years ‘Ladies Day’ event, with an attendance in excess of 90, a good time was had by all celebrating the Old Collegians Ladies and raising
much needed funds for the selected charity, which this year was Second Chances.
The Future
With the planning already underway for the 2021 Season. We have goals that are set, namely (1) completion of Stage 2 of the Clubhouse renovations (2) increased player numbers across all grades (3) all
grades in the finals series (4) coach and player development in conjunction with the OC Trust (5) preseason academy (6) community engagement in our local area (7) bigger volunteer base (8) improved
utilisation of Tregenza Oval and the Club House throughout the year. With the foundations that the previous and current Committee have set for the future of Old Collegians the above goals are all more than
achievable with the right support.
In Summary:
Despite the uncertainty that Old Collegians experienced in Feb / March 2020, where at times we were
unsure if there would be a playing season at all, 2020 turned out to be a huge success both on and off
the field. It is with huge pride that our membership has afforded me the opportunity to again lead the
Old Collegians family. We look forward to your continued involvement and commitment as we head into
season 2021.
Thank you to you, our Family and yours in Rugby

Community News

The Old Collegians family with to extend our thoughts to Damian and his family and wish him a very successful
recovery.

Sunday Mail 13/12/2020

Club News
2020 Business Partners
Old Collegians wishes to take this opportunity to once again offer our sincere thanks to all Our
Business Partners of 2020 with very special mention to our Gold Partners, Pickard Trade Centre, Lean
Business Machines, Pyper Leaker, The Feathers Hotel and Lpc Cresa.
Each and every sponsor, Gold, Silver, Bronze, is truly appreciated and your invaluable contributions during this
tough year ensured that the Club remained in a viable financial position for which we are truly grateful.
We look forward to receiving your commitment in 2021 which again promises to be another extremely successful year both on and off the pitch.

New Business Partners for 2021

The club is always seeking new Business Partners. If any of our members have any connections to Businesses
which may be interested in having an association with Old Collegians, please refer your contact to Rob
Costanzo.

Summer Touch

This Competition is steadily growing and although this year’s was interrupted by the Covid-19 Lockdown and
restrictions, great fun was had by all who joined in. It was terrific to see the young ones having so much fun
on the pitch with their parents and older players of the club.
We look forward to a bigger competition at the end of 2021.

Sri Lanka Community Touch 5

Old Collegians hosted this event on Sunday 13th December. A great community event, 12 teams participated.

Club Rooms for Hire

We wish to remind our members and their families, and the local community that our Club Rooms are available
for hire and from May 2021, it will have a fully fitted commercial Kitchen.
Once stage 2 is completed, the main room will comfortably seat 200 people for larger functions.

So plan your Special Events now, milestone Birthdays, weddings, Christenings, etc. Week nights and Saturday
nights may be limited during the Rugby Season, however Friday nights and Sunday’s will be available all year
round.
Unfortunately, 18th Birthday’s will not be accepted for bookings.
Respect to our neighbours must be given on all occasions.
Contact Rob Costanzo for bookings president@oldcolls.org.au

 0408 806 445

Club Merchandise
It’s a whole lot easier now! A Shop facility has been added to the Old Collegians
web-site.
Since Covid-19 we have all become very familiar with purchasing items on-line.
Now we can access our Merchandise via the OC SHOP facility, with the ability to
pay direct with credit card.
Do you need a new Beanie, Umbrella, drink bottle, tie, stubby holder, or scarf.

https://oldcollegians.rugby/shop

Watch this space! Specials will be
announced!
New items will be added! What would you like to be
able to purchase in your Club Colours?
Forward your suggestions to Club Secretary:
Jo Rogers: secretary@oldcolls.org.au

Social Membership 2021
You can now register and pay for your Social Membership online via our website.
At the top of the home page, click on “Membership” and enter your details and payment. It is simple, quick and
easy to follow. https://oldcollegians.rugby/

Can You Assist Old Collegians?
To our Old Collegians Friends and Members
Help your club overcome the difficulties of 2020. With a drastically shortened season and reduced funding
sources, the Old Collegians Rugby Football club needs your support to keep your club viable and to be able to
provide a quality rugby experience for the community.
The COVID-19 restrictions have hit sporting clubs around the country very hard. Your club has not been spared
and has experienced a drastic reduction in essential income this year, however, the usual expenses of running
the club have remained.
Your club needs your support to continue to provide and develop your club and continue to provide a highquality sporting and social environment for many years to come.
You can make a difference by making a tax deductible donation.
https://asf.org.au/projects/old-collegians-rugby-football-club-inc/

Australian Sports Foundation
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