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Renovation Update

Stage 1 Update

 Pack up of all interior items Completed
 Demolish existing internal partitions, toilets Completed
 Remove floor coverings and all fixtures Completed
 Removal of glass, windows boarded up Completed
 Demolish balcony, kitchen and shed Completed
 Audit and identification of existing services Completed
 Pre-Electrical internal fit out Completed
 Internal framing of new toilets, bar storeroom,

merchandise room. Completed
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Stage 2—Renovation Report

Stage 2: OCRUFC Clubhouse Upgrade

Update from the deputation made to the Burnside Council Meeting on April 28th by the OCRUFC Committee 
— a meeting that was held on ZOOM because of COVD-19.

After a shaky start trying to get a handle on ZOOM technology, Rob Costanzo and Peter Allen presented 
OC’s deputation to the Council to confirm Council’s approval for our application for Stage 2, extension to 
the clubhouse, and their financial contribution to our project.  The extension is planned to include mainly 
women’s and referees’ change rooms.

We were very well prepared and had a great synopsis written by Peter Allen, Corné Arnold and Geoff 
Holdich that was given to each Councillor.  The synopsis covered the above requests, background on OC 
and Tregenza Oval, the value of rugby, OC’s need and vision for the clubhouse upgrade, how it fits with 
Burnside Council’s strategic plans, and the benefits of the upgrade not only to OC, but also to the Council 
and, importantly, to Burnside’s community.

Item 13:10 – on the Council Agenda
The Councillors discussed our application for Stage 2 and their financial contribution later in the meeting 
with the absence of the deputation. 

The discussion of about 20 minutes between Councillors was very positive. Most Councillors were in favour 
of the build.  However, there were concerns regarding the removal of trees to accommodate the clubhouse 
extension. We are pleased to say that the Council agreed to a motion to accept Stage 2 planning for the 
clubhouse on the proviso that the tree issue was resolved with Council at a later date.    A great result, I 
believe. 

We have been working with the council and have changed the original drawings slightly to save the trees 
on the north side of the building, the building is slightly smaller and re-configured but still an incredible 
space for us and the community, we still have our women’s change rooms and official’s change 
rooms. (Amended plans available to view at the club when training resumes.)

We will be submitting the new plans to Council this week for Stage 2 building approval.

Considering the events of the past 8 weeks, with meetings being cancelled and or postponed, restrictions 
put on Council spending by Govt’s, we are still very positive that the project will now be completed 
smoothly with minimal issues or constraints.

Rob Costanzo
President

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Peter Allen, Geoff Holdich, Corné and Peet Arnold, 
Jarrod Deakin, Dave Phillips and Danny McCartan for their help over the last few days to get ready for the 
Council meeting.

Also, a big Thankyou to everyone else who has helped along the way to get us this far....



Club Update

We are getting closer!

Dear OC Members

How quickly time flies or does it - when we have been without our beloved sport for close on 2 months.
A season that should have been underway for 4 weeks now and we are still uncertain of its return and 
the format it will take.

However we have been keeping in contact with each other via social media. 
 Rob Costanzo  has made a great recovery from his heart attack in March.   Last reported he has 

dropped more than 20 kilos and must be a certainty for a return to play with the Crippled Crows......  
Well done Rob, keep it up.

 We have watched with interest Gordon Cowe’s  walks around the suburbs along with Jo Rogers and 
Graham Raymond who have also been clocking up the kilometres.... 

 We have supervised from a far Chris Killock’s  new wooden fence and back yard transformation. Well 
done Chris and I am sure Victoria was a great Assistant Tradie. 

 David Pyer’s extreme talent in manufacturing amazing bespoke guitars.
 The Thursday night “Seniors Social Group” have been having virtual “drinkies” and sharing photos of 

their culinary expertise.
 We extend our Congratulations t Jim Hopkins who was married earlier in the year.
 And some of our juniors entertained us by posting photos of themselves squeezing into their past 

Premiership Jerseys.  What a difference just a couple of years can make.... The growth spurt of a 
teenage boy is a mothers nightmare.......

 And we are confident you have all seen the announcement that Raelene Castle has resigned her 
position, as CEO of Rugby Australia and that Dave Rennie will be the Wallabies coach, commencing in 
July....

Old Collegians RUFC has been receiving updates from RUSA in regards to a Return to Play model with the 
aim of having a competition in 2020.

Following the National Cabinet meeting last Friday there is now an ability to start the process of rebooting 
sport. As a result of this, all sporting organisations must submit plans to the Office of Rec and Sport which 
are signed off by SA Health to enable training to commence under a set of guidelines.

The guidelines follow work done by Rugby Australia as well as AIS.

We will be working with our RUSA delegate to make sure we implement the required process so our Old 
Collegians RUFC members and players are able commence training in a safe environment and ready for 
season 2020, whenever that start date is.

It’s not quite a green light to start playing, but the start of our season isn’t looking far away. This is the 
first step to getting back to the rugby season.

More information will appear on our Facebook page and in our newsletter shortly as to when and how 
teams will be able to start training.

It is exciting and I am sure everyone is itching to get back into rugby. Please keep track of Facebook and 
emails to keep up to date and I look forward to seeing you all at the club soon!



Club News: Junior Report—Nate Sos

What a start to 2020 this has been!

There is not much rugby news to write about, but there is certainly a lot of things going on that has had an 
impact on us all.

From a rugby perspective, it seems as though we are moving closer to having a playing season, and we are 
hopefully not far away from having some more details around that for you. 

Whilst there has been a saturation of media coverage around restrictions, when and how these may be eased, 
and the types of activities that may be allowed soon, any return to rugby this season will be staged, controlled 
and safe. 

The club are beginning to work through what a return will look like, and how we will manage the smaller 
training groups and limited space that we will be using. 

There will be very clear guidelines provided to all players and their families for the return to rugby. These are 
being worked on in conjunction with clubs, RUSA, Rugby Australia, Federal Government departments and 
medical experts.

The club are here for any questions you may have, and concerns that need addressing.
Also remember this: we are a community and a family – if anyone in our family needs help, or just needs 
someone to talk to, we are here. ALL of us.

Please contact me (or any other club official – all of our contact details are in this newsletter) if you would like 
to discuss any of this further.

Please keep a look out on all of our Facebook pages for further information and updates.
We are all very excited and eager for rugby to return; however, we will ensure that this happens in the safest 
manner possible.

Yours in Rugby,
Nate



Club News: Old News but Good News

Beach Rugby—Winners are Grinners!

A fantastic day the RUSA Beach 5’s.

The Old Collegians Men’s and Women’s teams did us proud.
The women’s team played their first game together and gave their all in each 
game they played. They were all such close games and with a few games won 
also - The future of our women’s team looks so bright.

The men today came home with a win in the Grand Final. All the new players 
gelled so well. Huge thanks to the two ‘vets’ who played to help the team through 
the earlier games.

The classic wallabies was a 5 min game of laughter and fun. Thankyou to all the 
players that were involved today and a special THANKS to Corné’ for all her hard 
work .

On a side note, we are also so proud of the boys for giving back some of the 
men’s prize money to the women’s winning team so that both winning prizes 
were both the same amount, equality and community ...

Elizabeth 7’s

An enjoyable day at the Elizabeth 7s with 
strong performances from the 
@oldcollegiansrufc players.

Supremely impressed with the first hit out 
for the women's team and good to see 
new and familiar faces across the 
competition

Not to be out done by her Dad, Samara 
Costanzo, had a visit to the Emergency 
Dept...

Samara tried to combine dance with 
rugby, went for a tackle missed and 
decided only way to come out of it was 
to somersault with a straight arm

Dislocated elbow - no more hospitals 
Costanzo Family....Photographs courtesy of AJWalwyn Photography



Attention:
all players!

Are you ready for the 2020 season?

Do you need a new pair of 
Shorts and/or Socks

Available to purchase at the 
Clubrooms in the old Gym area :

Wednesday and Thursday’s
Once training resumes.

Old  Collegians MerchandiseOC Committee, Coopted Members & Volunteers for 2020

President

Rob Costanzo
president@oldcolls.org.au

0408 806 445 

Secretary

Jo Rogers
secretary@oldcolls.org.au

Director of Rugby

Danny McCartan
rugbydirector@oldcolls.org.au

0412 849 004

Senior Registrar

Simone Linder-Patton
seniorregistrar@oldcolls.org.au

0434 050 436

Assistant Secretary 

Sue Thewlis

Grievance Contact 

Dave Pyper
Co-op member to committee

Senior Selector

Graham Raymond

House and Grounds 
John Denley

Old Colls Players Trust

Michael McCrea
Oli Porter

Vice-President

Chris Killick
vicepresident@oldcolls.org.au

0410 005 315

Treasurer

Jarrod Deakin
treasurer@oldcolls.org.au
0409 780 431 

Director of Junior Rugby

Nate Sos
juniorrugbydirector@
oldcolls.org.au

0458 949 676

Players Representative
Strategic and Financial 

Jeshua Graham
Co-op member to committee
jeshua.graham@gmail.com

Policies and Constitution 

Dave Phillips

Senior Selector 

Doug Mein

Member Protection Officer 

Jaye Gordon

First Aid  Co-ordinator

Kate Denley

Child Safety Officer

Jaye Gordon


